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hill, it grows, becoming a huge mass, it uproots hundreds of trees as it falls with a roar into the valley
and withi9n the blinking of an eye, it covers and shatters entire villages located at the foot of the hill.

Scandal works in a similar way: One word, one bad example sometimes draws after itself
hundreds, even thousands of sins. If the results of a scandal ended with the grave, but it doesn’t it goes
further.

It is true, a person is scandalized, due to the scandal, he is broken, but he can raise himself from
that fall, he can reconcile with God, he can even be saved. He can . .. but will that happen?

Life’s experience teaches the opposite. A scandalized person moves constantly deeper into
moral mud and dies in the hardness of heart. It is for that reason that the Savior reminded us: “Woe to
the world for scandal.”

Perhaps you are under the impression that he who gives scandal does not have to pay for having
given scandal? If the blood of Abel calls to heaven for revenge, do the voices of those who were
scandalized call out for pity and mercy for the scandal giver?

Just listen to what God says through the lips of the Wise Man: “Who leads the just onto the
wrong road, will perish in his fall.” Through the prophet Jeremiah: “I will stretch out my hand over you,
infectious mountain, and throw you down from the heights, and make of you a hill for burning.” And
finally through the Prophet Ezechial: “If, when | speak to the atheist — ‘You will die the death,” you will
not tell him, nor will you tell him that he should turn away from his atheistic path and live; he is godless
and will die in his godlessness.”

In one of his sermons, St. John Chrysostom called out: “God so despises scandal that if at times
He seems to look as it were through His fingers at sins, never throughout life does He allow scandal to
pass. He seems to call out to the scandal giver, “I will give him as an example and a parable, and | will
exterminate him from the midst of My people.”

The Fathers of the Church, without exception, maintain that the moment of death for a scandal
giver is horrid for it is than he sees the great wrong that they have done to the Creator God as well as to
the created people.

Very few scandal givers become converted before death and for that reason, St. Bernard notices
that when Scripture speaks of other sinners, it expresses hope of improvement and forgiveness; but
when it refers to scandal givers, it speaks of them as being condemned, as having disregarded God and
of being without any hope of conversion.

Years ago, | read somewhere about a young person who scandalized people with his
talks and dirty jokes mixed with curses. People nicknamed him The Walking Sewer — he raised horses.
One day, he fell into a terrible fit of anger and using many feisty and rotten expressions, he began to
beat one of the horses with a whip. He beat him mercilessly. The horse began to pull back and to kick.
He broke the straps that tied him to the trough, overturned his torturer and began to bite him. He bit off
the dirty lips and part of the man’s poisonous tongue. Perhaps you will tell me that this was an accident.
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That's possible but, people who knew that scandal giver translated that event differently to themselves
and to others.

| read about another incident in which a long time and persevering drunkard plays the role of
the hero. “This person had no heart — neither for his wife, nor for his three children, for he drowned, not
only his heart but also his earnings and his health in the bottle and the whiskey glass. He was really
brutal. His wife admonished him and his children prayed for him. He repaid them with a beating, name
calling and curses.

On a certain winter day, he developed a bad cold. This developed into pneumonia. A priest was
called. He refused to see him. In his fever, he talked deliriously, saying “My tongue and my throat have
lost me. For me, there is no help and there is no salvation.” After two days he died. He was buried under
the fence.

One individual writes, “If any person deserves the severe justice of God, then above all it is the
scandal giver.”

The artist flies into a rage if some wicked hand ruins a painting over which he had carefully
worked for many years. With what kind of an eye does the Savior look at a scandal giver who tears souls
away from the Savior, souls for which Christ poured out His Blood to the last drop?

A scandal giver is a type of rebel, who, unable to reach the person of the Creator pulls, chops
and tears apart those who were created in the image of God. In addition to this, the scandal giver
encourages others to rebel. Therefore, God is forced to severely punish the scandal giver.

The scandal giver has not only his own sins on his conscience, but also of those sins of which he
was the cause, whether by instigating or persuading one to sin, or by his bad example. Sooner or later
he will have to pay for them as though he himself had committed them.

This is taught by St. Bonaventure who says: “Who sows scandal will have to answer not only for
his own soul, but also for the soul of his brother.” St. John Chrysostom explains that “for other sins we
will have to answer only from ledger of our conscience, but for the sins of giving scandal, we must
answer from two ledgers that means from the ledger of our personal conscience and from the ledger of
another.”

These remarks should awaken us so that we would remember the admonition of Sacred
Scripture: “Be determined so that you do not give offence or scandal to your brother.” Cain, having
murdered his brother, upon hearing the voice of God, fell into despair and called out: “My sin is too
great for me to be worthy of forgiveness. And he became a wanderer and a fugitive on earth.”

Judas the Apostle was the greatest scandal giver that ever walked this earth. Unable to bear the
burning pangs of conscience any longer, broken in body and soul, he called out in a hoarse voice: “I have
sinned in betraying just blood.” And you know well how he ended.
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For the scandal giver — Is the road to peace and happiness forever blocked and barricaded? No!
All'is not yet lost. This is the advice of St. Cezarius: “It is reasonable for him who lost himself and
scandalized many, to now redeem himself giving good example to many.” There is help first, if he makes
a sincere and contrite confession and second if he makes amends, as much as he can, to the harm he
created. With confession, there must be sorrow for sin and a firm determination to do better and never
to return to this sin.

It is not enough to be sorry for the sin of scandal and to confess this sin and in this way to erase
one’s fault before God. One must also correct the scandal given to the people. You ask how. If justice
demands that anyone who harms his neighbor, whether it is his body, his property or his material goods
that person must give recompense for that harm in order to make amends as far as he is able.
Therefore, how man scandal givers be freed of this obligation?

If God demands that they who unlawfully appropriated some of another’s money or possessions
pay it back isn’t there a law demanding to cover the cost from those who did harm to another’s soul?
Theologians teach unanimously that rarely, very rarely a scandal giver manages to completely correct
that scandal.

It is a well-known fact that there is nothing easier than to corrupt someone; but there is nothing
more difficult than trying to correct or change this corrupted person. It is very easy to break anything,
but it is very difficult to repair it and make it good again. There are some things that are broken that
cannot be repaired at all. Others can be repaired but this involves so much time, effort and money.

It suffices to give a person just a little push towards evil and such a person, falling out of the
grace of God, begins to dare to do things that get constantly worse. Perhaps you are familiar with the
old Polish saying: “He who would steal a pin will steal a pony and from there goes to the gallows.”

One bad example is sometimes enough to corrupt a person down to the marrow of his bones
forever. Court records verify this fact. The father is a drunkard, the mother is a shrew. There is constant
discord between husband and wife — how this has poisoned the life of the children and put them on a
road of crime. How difficult it is to repair that which has been broken.

The heretic Berengarjusz, shortly before his death converted and renounced his mistakes.
However, as he was dying, very alarmed, he said: “As for the sins that | committed, | expect forgiveness
through the mercy of God for | have been sorry for them and sincerely did penance for them but, as for
my sins of giving scandal, | fear lest | be damned for | don’t see any way how | could do enough or how |
could correct those who were corrupted through me.”

Whoever gives scandal to another should make every effort as soon as possible to correct that
scandal. How? By asking for forgiveness of those who were scandalized, by praying for them, by giving
alms, and above all else, by giving a good example.

Our Savior admonishes us saying: “So let your light shine before people so that they see your
good works and will thus praise your Father who is in heaven.”




image9.jpeg
The Apostle writes to the nations: “Let your modesty be known to all people” and “Be
determined not to offend or give scandal to others.”
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February 6, 1955
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Please be patient in listening to the following letter which | received a few days before
Christmas this past year. The letter is important and timely; it describes family relationships and family
life which is not unusual in these present times.

This letter was written in English by a 16 year old youth of Polish heritage who is a high school
student. This is what he wrote: “Dear Father, the front pages of our daily newspapers are filled with
articles about attacks, robberies, murders and manslaughters committed by young people, often even
by kids.

It is no wonder therefore, that everyone writes, talks and even debate on the radio and on
television about the criminality and delinquency of the younger generation. Why don’t they say that
much about the delinquency of the older and mature people?

The wise of this country as he calls parents maintain that more playgrounds for games, more
halls for pastimes, for dances and they are considering these and are considering these and similar
burning questions.

We young people doubt them very much. We know that very many of these young and juvenile
criminals come from middle class families that are well off. Some of these young people have their own
cars and they regularly get a certain amount of money for their own personal expenses; therefore they
have access to halls, to banquets and to parties and how has this helped them?

This isn’t only my opinion but it is that of the majority of the students in our high school. We
talk about these matters and we discuss these incidents and happenings. We maintain that the main
cause of young people becoming savage and delinquent is due to the scandal at home and beyond the
home that is given by adults.

If Reverend Father doesn’t believe me, then allow me to tell him that the young people of today
have a very lively and very sensitive imagination. They notice everything, see everything and read
everything. Thus they know about the divorces, the exchange of wives and of the various kinds of
scandals that go on in the midst of the so-called elite of society. And they are scandalized by this.

In their homes, in their families — what do they see? | remember how Father said that the home
should be a temple and a castle. But is it? Take our house for example, we own it, it is made of brick and
the exterior and the interior is palatial.

But the appearance is deceiving because in this home there is no love, harmony or peace. The
father and mother both work, the father and mother are always angry, the father and mother constantly
argue and call each other names. My father likes to drink and my mother is a woman who likes to visit
and be a part of circles of friends. Every evening my father frequents several clubs and my mother goes
either to meetings, to a tea or some party.
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They leave me alone at home saying that I'm old enough and that | can help myself. My father
does not attend church at all and my mother goes to church sometimes, but not often. They bother look
upon me as some sort of an impediment, as though | really wasn’t their child. There are so many homes
in which the father and mother, or the father or the mother scandalize their children and cause their
children to direct their steps into excesses and criminal actions. They say — “within a year, I'll enlist in the
army.” And after that? “I will forget about such a home and such parents.”

Now for my talk entitled:
WOE TO THOSE WHO SCANDALIZE

While you were listening to this letter, and | feel that you listened to it carefully and attentively,
you were almost certain that | would talk about the duties of parents. | am putting off that topic for a
later date.

Instead, today, since that young writer of that letter used the word scandalize several times, |
will chat with you about scandal in general, that scandal which some give to others by their behavior.
Giving scandal is one of the most serious sins. Our Savior called and threatened — “Whoever scandalizes
one of these little ones who believe in Me, it would be better if a mill stone were hung from his neck and
he would be drowned in the depths of the sea.”

Despite this strict reminder and despite this threat, nothing in the world happens that often and
is not that often repeated as that scandal as John the Evangelist confirms: “. . . that the entire world lays
in evil.” Christ the Lord adds, “Woe to the world for all the scandal.”

Scandal, according to St. Thomas Aquinas — “are the bad words or actions which lead others to
the possibility of a spiritual downfall.” Therefore, they are the bad words or actions which lead others to
the possibility of a spiritual fall. They are external sins whether of speech, actions or of neglecting some
good; they are not internal sins, for that which a person thinks or covets in his heart cannot scandalize
another.

Scandal occurs when due to the fault of a person another person commits a sin, either mortal or
venial. In the first case (a mortal sin) the scandal giver kills and in the second case, he wounds the soul of
his neighbor. The most serious sin is committed by the seducer, that is, that scandal giver who
deliberately scandalizes another or deliberately leads a person into sin and teaches him to sin.

One could possibly presume that such evil people do not exist on earth. Unfortunately, today
when atheism gets into the very marrow of the bones of society, there are many of them.

In the first place, they are the ones customs of others. They command, encourage and advise others to
steal, lie, cheat, take revenge, get drunk, break his fast, disobey his parents and similar offenses, for
which they even use various tricks and deceit.

Others in order to keep someone in a sinful state, will praise him for his drunkenness, for his
dirty talk, dirty jokes, and so on. Or, they scoff at and make fun of those who belong to church or
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charitable organizations. To this group belong those who publish, distribute or sell books, newspapers,
filthy pamphlets that are wicked or immoral.

Others, even though they do not persuade others to do evil with their words, they teach them
to do so by their example. They blab out shameless talks and sing songs that are double meaning or
immodest. We must remember to include as seducers those who persuade others not to attend church,
not to go to confession and not to do any good or charitable works.

To the list of scandal givers we must include those who constantly curse and those who
blaspheme. The first group curse at every opportunity; in jokes, in serious talks, in sadness and in joy,
during the day and the night, whether they are alone or in the company of others.

The others, namely the blasphemers, joke among themselves and make fun of the articles of
faith and from the decrees and ceremonies of the Church. Curse words, blasphemous talk, double
meaning jokes and songs poison innocent hearts and pave the way to many transgressions. That is
scandal given by the tongue. Since among many people the tongue is exceptionally active, try to imagine
how much and the kind of scandal this sows.

At this point, | want to mention in passing the scandalous fashions, scandalous dances and
scandalous spectacles. By doing so, | understand very well that | am treading on very dangerous ground,
on swampy ground. That is why | am not going into detail in order not to irritate your imaginations. | am
limiting myself to this one short remark — that a fashion which does not dress but rather undresses the
person, that gambols and seductive dances — that demoralizing spectacles these are the kernels of
scandal which open wide the gates to abuse and even kills the understanding of Christian morality.
Everyone who helps another to commit sin is a scandal giver.

Is it necessary to say something or to do something in order to earn the name of a scandal
giver? | would seem to be an odd question, but in reality it isn’t because scandal can be given by
neglecting of the good that a person should do. However, please notice that in this respect, only those
give scandal who have authority over others such a parents, teachers, guardians and superiors.

Parents and superiors give scandal when they neglect their duty of going to church; when they
allow their children to be vagabonds at night and allow their children to associate with suspicious
characters; if they do not urge their children to pray, to at tend Mass regularly and to fulfill their other
religious obligations. Therefore, all those who by their words, actions or neglect of good give another
the stimulus or the opportunity to commit sin, commit the sin of scandal.

We have people who insist with a smile that they never scandalize anyone, neither with cursing
nor with double meaning jokes, because all of this happens within a circle of friends, among equals,
whether it is at work or over a whiskey or a glass of beer. What an absurdity!

Since when is it that a worker cannot scandalize a fellow worker? Or that a farmer cannot
scandalize another farmer? That a doctor cannot scandalize another doctor? That a lawyer cannot
scandalize another lawyer?
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Neither do | want to believe that your companions, whether in a factory or in an office, that
your jokes and talks do not make any impression on your companions. Therefore, be very careful of
what you say. You can never be too careful. The excuse that a scandal did not cause any result is
meaningless because everyone is guilty of scandal who teaches sin or deliberately gives a stimulus to sin.
In reality, there can be a scandal even if the results are not seen at that moment. Who can look into the
mind and heart of a person? The result of the scandal may show up later, maybe after a week; maybe
after a month; maybe after a year; and maybe only after five or ten years. Who knows?

Thus, it seems that children are not taking any part in what their elders are saying or doing in
their presence, but that what the children saw or heard became fixed in their memory and in their
heart. Sooner or later it will come out of its den and the snake will strike from its pit. He will poison bot
h the mind as well as the heart. That is why no one can be certain that he did not give scandal by his
sinful talk or sinful actions.

For that reason St. Cyprian writes: “Every sin is a contagious disease for those who witness it, for
it stirs them to act similarly.” Concerning this matter, the theologian teaches us: “People should know
that the sin of scandal happens more often than any other sin, therefore, as much as they can, they
should avoid everything that could possibly scandalize others.”

For example: If a person had a dispensation to eat meat on Friday, and if he were eating meat in
the presence of Catholics who did not know of his dispensation, he would be giving them scandal.
Therefore, he should tell them why he is doing that or abstain from meat.

Charity demands this so that God'’s little ones who do not know the situation would have no
reason for unjust suspicions. Perhaps this is why the Apostle Paul wrote: “If my food offends my brother,
I will never again eat meat so that | would not give scandal to my brother.

Once more | call attention to the fact that parents should be most careful in order not to
scandalize their children by their behavior, for then the results are terrible; For example, the anger,
spite-work and arguments between parents. Either the father is a drunkard and a card gambler. Or the
father is a blasphemer and never prays. Or the mother is a very irritable person. The sin of scandal,
which happens often, is ugly; the one who gives scandal is working for the loss of his neighbor. Thus, the
one who gives scandal is called the “right hand of Satan.”

St. John makes such a comparison: “Hunters use animals to help them especially hounds. Thus,
the one who gives scandal is the hound of the evil spirit who uses him in order to get into his power
people who have been innocent until now. The talk of the scandal giver and his actions are murderous
poison that is a totally destructive fire.”

One who gives scandal is a murderer of souls, as many times as he brings a neighbor to serious
sin. Everyone will admit to me that the murderer of the body commits a terrible sin. People despise a
murderer; people condemn a murderer. But the murder of a soul is a greater crime. Why? Because the
one who gives scandal robs his neighbor of not that short temporal life, but of eternal happiness, a
happiness that is so great that no human mind can comprehend it.
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Finally, have you ever thought about the kind of crime the scandal giver gives to Christ the
Savior, Who redeemed all human souls with His blood? St. Bonaventure wrote: “As many scandals as
people give that is how many stones they are throwing at God.”

In order to understand, go to Bethlehem, go to Nazareth, go to Jerusalem, walk after Christ over
all of His roads from the crib to the cross; count His tears, count the drops of blood that He lost. Recall
the details of His terrible Passion; reflect on His death on the cross. Then and only then, you may be able
to understand the kind of crime that a scandal giver commits.

Through the murder of the soul, the work of redemption is lost for that person. For the person
who is scandalized, unless he converts, the entire life and death of the Savior was futile and ineffective.
And who bears the fault for this? The scandal giver.

Finally, it is by the scandal givers that the conversion of hardened sinners and of people from
other faiths is delayed as St. John Chrysostom said: “Nothing causes greater harm to the Catholic faith
than scandal given to unbelievers.” Everyone should be most careful so as not to give scandal to others,
so as not to bring harm to the souls of others.

Scripture gives us a classical example: There was a certain elderly man, Eleazar. They took him to
the torture chamber. Why? Because he refused to eat pork, because this was forbidden by Moses. The
friends of this old man, pitying him, gave him some meat that was permitted by law and they advised
him to eat it and pretend that it was the pork that he was eating.

But the old man became indignant. He refused the help of his friends, saying: “For our years it is
not worth inventing this so that many young people, believing thaté Eleazar, being 90 years old, crossed
over to the life of foreigners. And they, on account of my fiction, and for a little more of this corrupt life,
were led into wrong ways and through that my old age acquired these blemishes and curses. For even if
at this time | had avoided the troubles of people nevertheless, whether dead or alive, | cannot avoid the
Hand of the Almighty. Thus, steadily coming down from life, | will show myself to be worthy of old age. |
will leave the young people a brave example if with a willing heart and bravely | undergo a good death
for our most important and holiest laws.” He died but he did not give any scandal.

St. Bernard maintains that “a man utters a single word, and with it kills many souls.” Scandal
does not end with only one person, but crosses over to others, for he is scandalized and the broken
again breaks others.

One who gives scandal can be compared to such a person who bears a pestilence, like influenza.
It does not exist in the country but, one person came having this germ. He became very sick and died, a
few others were infected by him and from these, others and thus the pestilence spread throughout the
entire country. The cause was one single person who brought it into the country. That is why Sacred
Scripture compares a scandal giver to “an infectious hill which infects all of the land.”

Especially at this time of the year you read about avalanches of snow. From the heights of hills
that are eternally covered with snow, a small piece of snow breaks away. Rolling from the summit of the




